Rifampin prophylaxis against H. flu type b spread - is it valid?
H. influenzae can cause not only meningitis in children but epiglottitis, cellulitis, pneumonia, pericarditis, and bacteremia. It is possible to radically reduce, if not abolish, the spread of this pathogen. But effective prophylaxis requires answers to questions of practicability relative to the availability, cost, and logistics of administering rifampin to contacts, as has been recommended.